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The Next Step for the Small Library 


Even the smallest of our public li- 
braries should make some provision for 
a helper for the librarian. Emergen- 
cies are likely to arise because of sick- 
ness, or other necessary absence, that 
make it of the greatest importance that 
some one person, aside from the librar- 
ian, should understand the daily rout- 
ine of the library and the handling of 
the books. Furthermore, when one per- 
son must be in the library every hour 
that it is open to the public, which in 

“many cases means every day and even- 
ing, it cuts her off entirely from any op- 
portunity for life outside the library. 
While the small size of the towns 
places a definite limit upon the income 
of our libraries from taxation, and 
hence upon the ability of the library 
board to pay really remunerative salar- 
ies, it is still possible for some plan to 
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be evolved for providing an ‘‘under- 
study’’ to the librarian for emergen- 
cies. 

It seems timely that library trustees 
should consider the possibility of pro- 
viding for at least occasional help for 
the one librarian who has served ‘‘in 
season and out of season,’’ day after 
day, evening after evening, without 
any opportunity for occasional respite 
from the regular treadmill of steady, 
recurring duty of stated days and hours 
at the library desk. There is no ques- 
tion but that the librarian will bring 
to her work much more of enthusiasm 
and helpfulness, if she mingles in the 
social life of the community and knows 
from personal contact what the inter- 
ests and needs of her fellow townspeo- 
ple are. Furthermore, there are times 
when she should find it possible to be 
absent from the library and from her 
town in attendance at the library meet- 
ings, either district or state, where she 
will gain much from contact and confer- 
ence with her fellow workers and thus 
bring back to her library much that will 
be of practical help. Indeed, the trustees 
should see that the librarian should take 
advantage of any reasonable opportunity 
to become better informed and more 
closely related to the community which 
she serves. ' 

Looking at the matter from the prac- 
tical side, which often seems to be sim- 
ply the financial one, it seems quite pos- 
sible for a slight sum to be set aside 
by the trustees of even the very small 
libraries for a helper to the librarian 
a few hours each week. Such help 





should, of course, be selected carefully 
and be under the personal direction of 
the librarian, the board authorizing 
a certain amount to be used each month 
for help as needed, on a per hour basis. 
Such help would be available for the 
librarian at the busy hour of the day, 
which is usually at the close of school 
in the afternoon and on Saturdays, and 
for an occasional evening. Certainly 
among the recent graduates from the 
local high school a helper might be 
found who has proven, by her use of 
the library, that she is a user of books. 
Such work might not at first receive 
any remuneration until the helper had 
become sufficiently proficient under the 
direction of the librarian to do depend- 
able work, but in due course of time 
it should be possible for her to care for 
the library during brief periods of ab- 
sence of the librarian. 

It is time that our library trustees 
should realize the importance of pro- 
viding adequate help in order to make 
the books in the library most effective, 
for after all that is the chief purpose for 
which our public libraries exist. It is 


not solely to accumulate books, but to 
make the books of real value to the 


people, that our libraries are main- 
tained; and certainly a live librarian 
with an increasing number of patrons 
and a growing collection of books must 
have sufficient help to enable her to give 
sufficient help to enable her to give 
needed assistance to her patrons. 





A Library Round Table at the 
I, F. Ww. Cc. 


The Library committee of the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, of which 
Mrs. Warren Garst is chairman, is mak- 
ing plans for a Library Round Table to 
be held during the Biennial at Daven- 
port, Thursday morning, May 20th. 
While the meeting will be especially for 
all club women directly interested in 
their home libraries, every woman li- 
brary trustee in the state, is most cor- 
dially invited to be present at this ses- 
sion. 
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Additional Books for Reference Ugg. 
By Malcolm G. Wyer, Librarian, : 
F . Iowa City. _ Catversia, 
It seems desirable to suggest certain 
books that are comparatively ine 
ive that will be found useful in 
reference work in the small ]j 
The books suggested herein are 4 
mentary to those which were 
mended in the list of general refe 
works and handbooks, suited to the smal] 
library, published in the Quarterly fm 
April-June, 1908. The books in the fg. 
lowing list are on special subjects fo 
which material is needed in many of the 
small libraries with limited funds, ang 
the more expensive books have not been 
included where low priced works 
are satisfactory are available, as the 
higher priced books are included jj 
Miss Kroeger’s ‘‘Guide to the 
and Use of Reference Books,”’ the ney 
edition of which has recently appeared 
and this should be in every library 
Where more than one title upon a sgh. 
jest is suggested it would, of course, not 
be expected that the small library should 
purchase more than one of these, and ip 
some eases the subject may be 
sufficiently covered by the general refer. 
ence books already in the library, such 
as the dictionaries and encyclopedias 
AGRICULTURE, HORTICULTURE, ETC. 


Wilcox, E. V. & Smith, C. B— 
Farmer's cyclopedia of agriculture. N.Y, 
Orange Judd Co. 1905. $3.50. 
Compendium of agricultural science and 
practice on field, orchard and garde 
crops; spraying, soils, feeding ani 
diseases of animals; dairy, farming 
and poultry. 
Very useful for small library. 
U. S.—Agriculture, Dept. of. 
The Farmer's Bulletin and the Year 
Book should be found in every library. 
ANTIQUITIES. 
Seyffert, Oskav— 
Dictionary of classical antiquities. New 
York. Macmillan. $2.25. 
Gayley, C. M.— 
Classic myths. $2. 
Bulfinch, Thomas— 
Age of fable. $1.50. Lee. 
Guerber, H. A.— 
Myths of Greece and Rome. 
Co. $1.50. 
Myths of Northern lands. Am. Bk. @ 
$1.50. 


Ginn. 
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Myths of Middle Ages. Am. Bk. Co. 
1.50. 

ieee handbooks will all prove very use- 
ful in supplementing Seyffert and in 
supplying the many demands for in- 
formation on mythology. 


AB@jeline. penny 

Art dictionary tr. from the French. 
Appleton. 1891.. $2.25. 

Simple definitions of terms used in art, 
architecture and archeology. , 

Clement, Mrs. C. E. W.— 

Painters, sculptors, architects, engrav- 
ers and tneir work; a handbook. 
Houghton. 1893. $3. 

Brief sketches. No living artists. 

& Hutton— 

Artists of the 19th Century and their 
works. Houghton. $3. 

Brief biographical accounts of artists 
followed by critical quotations from 
authorities. 

Mach, E. R. O. von— 

Outline of the history of painting from 
1200-1900 A. D. Bost. Ginn. 1906. 
$1.80. 

Lists of artists and pronouncing vocabu- 
lary, tables, etc. 

Reinach, Salomon— 

Apollo; an illustrated masual of the his- 
tory of art throughout the ages. 600 il. 
350 pp. $1.50. 1907. Scribner. 

Valuable ready reference tool for brief 
information. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ETIQUETTE. 
Gavit, H. E— 

Etiquette of correspondence. 

N. Y. Wessels. 50c. 1904. 
Green, W. C.— 

Dictionary of etiquette. 

tano. $1.25. 1904. 


275 pp. 
N. Y. Bren- 


COSTUME. 
Aria, Mrs. D. B.— 

Costume, fanciful, historical and theat- 
rical. Macmillan. 1907. $2.50. 

Describes classical, medieval and ori- 
ental costume including a chapter on 
each century from the 13th to the 
present time. Treats garb of peasants 
in different countries and fancy, cere- 
monial and theatrical dress. The most 
satisfactory single volume work on this 
subject. Many illustrations. 

CUSTOMS. 
Walsh, W. S.— : 

Curiosities of popular customs and of 
rites, ceremonies, observances and 
miscellaneous antiquities. Lippincott. 
1908. $3.50. 


EDUCATION. 
World Almanac gives tables of informa- 


tion about the colleges and universi- 
ties of the country. For more facts 
see: 

American college and public school di- 
rectory. St. Louis. Evans. $2. 


U. S.—Edueation, Commissioner of. An- 
nual reports. Wash. Gov't Printing Of- 
fice. 

A storehouse of information on educa- 
tional topics in the U. S. and other 
countries. Should be in every library. 


MUSIC. 


Baker, Theodore— 

Biographical dictionary of musicians., 
N. Y. Schirmer. 1905. $3.50. 

Concise but gives much information es- 
pecially for English and American 
musicians and contemporaries. 

Elson, L. C.— 

Music dictionary; definition and pro- 
nunciation of terms; list of foreign 
composers and musicians. Ditson. 
1905. $1. 

Hughes, Rupert— 

Musical guide. 2 v. $6. 1903. McClure. 

Much information in small compass, dic- 

, tionary of musical terms, stories of . 
operas, description of instruments, 
biographical dictionary. of names. 

Hunt, H. G. B.— 
Concise history of music. $1. Scribner. 
Best short history of music, is very good. 


ORATIONS. 


The most comprehensive collection is 
Brewer—World’s best orations. Kaiser. 
10 v. $3.50 per vol. Reed’s Modern Elo- 
quence, Morris, 15 v., $s per vol., is the 
best for recent orations. A small library 
that cannot afford these will find a sub- 
stitute in Bryan—World’s famous ora- 
tions. Funk & Wagnalls. 10 v. $3.50, 
cloth. (This work often does not give 
full orations, but simply selections.) 

The best general works of Literature, His- 
tory and Biography were given in the 
former list. For additional information 
consult Miss Kroeger’s Guide. 


RELIGION. 


Hastings, James— 

One volume dictionary of the Bible. 
Scribner. 1908. $5.00. 

Entirely new. Not an abridgement of 
5 vol. work. Leading scholars of the 
world have written signed articles. 
Complete, concise, authoritative, per- 
sons, places, ethnology, etc. In small 
library this or the Standard Bible dic- 
tionary will take the place of the large 
5 vol. edition. 

Jacobus, M. W. Nourse, E. E., etc., eds.— 

Standard dictionary of the Bible. 1909. 
Funk. $6.00. 

Liberal not radical, prepared by Bible ex- 
perts of both continents. Treats lan- 
guage, literature, history, biography, 
manners, customs and theology of the 
Scriptures. Modern, compact, schol- 
arly. Probably is best one volume 
dictionary in method of presentation, 
in illustration and in convenience for 
use. 





CONCORDANCES. 


Cruden, Alexander— 

Complete concordance to the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. Dodd. $1.00. 

List of words in the Bible, referring to 
passages where they occur. The old 
standard concordance. 

Strong, James— 

Exhaustive concordance of the Bible. 
Hunt. 1894. $6. 

The fullest and most complete concord- 
ance. Is the best to buy if the price 
allows. 


MISSIONS 


Dwight, H. O. & Others, eds.— 

Encyclopedia of missions. Funk. 
$6.00. 

Description, history, biography and sta- 
tistics of mission work. Best source 
of information. 

Dwight, H. O. & others, eds.— 

Blue book of missions. Funk. $1. 

Latest statistical facts concerning mis- 
sions of all churches. Very satisfac- 
tory where the Encyclopedia cannot 
be had. 


1904. 


HISTORY. 


Clarke, J. F.— 

Ten great religions. 
$2 each. 

Volume one is an essay on comparative 
religions. Volume two treats of the 
ten great faiths in a comparative way, 
showing the strength and weakness 
of each. Volume two is sold separ- 
ately and would be sufficient in a 
small library. 


2 v. Houghton. 


SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ETC. 


Scientific American reference book., Com- 
piled by Hopkins & Bond. 1905. $1.50. 
Useful facts on a wide range of sub- 
jects; commerce, shipping, army, navy, 
railroads, education, telegraph, pat- 
ents, mechanics, manufactures, etc. 
Hiscox, G. D.— 
Henley’s 20th century book of recipes, 
formulas and processes. Henley. 1907. 
$3.00. 
10,000 chemical, scientific, technical and 
household recipes. Best book on this 
subject. 


AUTOMOBILES. 


Homans, J. E.— 
Self propelled vehicles; a practical treat- 


ELECTRICITY. 


Standard handbook for electrical e 
written and compiled by a staff of spe 
cialists. McGraw. 1908. $4. 

The most authoritative handbook of elec. 
trical information.. 


U. 8S. GOVERNMENT. 


U. S. Congress— 


Biographical congressional di 
1774 to 1903. 


Wash. Gov't Printing 
Office. 1903. 


Contains (1) executive officers, members 
of the cabinet of each President; (9) 
Members of each Congress by 
gress and states; (3) Alph 
list of all above names with short p 
ographies. Can be secured thru the 
Superintendent of Documents or pro 
ably thru your Congressman. 

U. S. Congress— 

Official congressional directory. Wag 
Gov't Printing Office. New edition for 
each session of Congress. 

Gives information about members gf 
Congress, organization of different de 
partments, bureaus, etc., and member 
ship of various committees. 

Gauss, H. G.— 

American government. 
ley. 1908. $5. 

Explains the organization of gover 
ment; functions of each de 
bureau, office, etc., with the duties of 
each official. -A valuable compendium 
of data concerning the government 
not found elsewhere in one place 
compiled from original sources. 

Hart, A. B.— 

Actual government. Harper. 1904. §% 

Describes the U. S. government—ne 
tional, state and local—at work. 


N. Y. Hamem 





Library Training Schools 


Iowa has been represented in the 
various library training schools this 


year as follows: 

N. Y. State Library School, Albany. ‘ 
Bertha Wakefield, Sioux City. 
Mary Lyttle, Iowa City. 

University of Illinois, Champaign. 
Antoinette Helen Goetz, Iowa City. 
Marietta C. Maris, Guthrie Center. 
Grace Wormer, Center Point. 

Training School for Children’s Librarians, 

Pittsburg. 
Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington. 


ise on the theory of’ construction, op- Pratt Institute, Brooklyn. 


eration, care and management of all 
forms of automobiles. Audel. 1904. 
$2.00. 


Ruth E. Browne, Knoxville. 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland. 
Martha C. Sanborn, Red Oak. 


Useful handbook on this important sub- Wisconsin Library School, Madison. 


ject. 
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Julia A. Robinson, Dubuque. 
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Iowa Library Association 
Officers. 


Miss Harriet A. Wood,-Cedar Rap- 
jds, President. 
Mr. Irving B. Richman, Muscatine, 


Ist V. Pres. 
Mrs. Walter I. Hayes, Clinton, 2d V. 


Pfiss Mary I. Amidon, Cedar Rap- 
jds, Secretary. . 

Mr. J. W. Rich, Iowa City, Treasurer. 

Miss Fanny Duren, Waterloo, Reg- 
istrar. 

The Executive Board of the I. L. A. 
met in Cedar Rapids, March 2d. All 
of the officers were in attendance, with 
the exception of Miss Mary E. Wheel- 
ock, whose resignation as Secretary 
was presented at this meeting. Owing 
to her absence from the state and her 
consequent inability to attend to the 
duties of the office, her resignation was 
accepted with regret, and Miss Mary 
I. Amidon of Cedar Rapids was elected 
by the Board to act as Secretary until 
the next annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Papers were sent by absent members 
of the Board and were read and dis- 
eussed. The paper by Miss McLoney 
was on the ‘‘Salaries of Librarians,’’ 
and that of Mrs. Horton on the ‘‘Pos- 
sibilities of District Meetings.’’ ‘‘ Rural 
Extension of Library Privileges’’ was 
also discussed, all of these topics be- 
ing considered in their relation to the 
activities of the I. L. A. Specific 
plans for the series of District meet- 
ings to be held in the spring were con- 
sidered and the following chairmen 
were elected; Northwest District, Mrs. 
E. M. Horton, Algona; Northeast Dis- 
trict, Miss Lillian B. Arnold, Dubuque; 
Middleeast District, Miss Grace D. 
Rose, Davenport; Southeast District, 
Mrs. Florence McKibben, Mt. Pleasant; 
Southwest District, Miss M.. Berdena 
Jay, Shenandoah; Middlewest District, 
Mrs. M. H. Bang’, Carroll. The Pres- 
ident, Miss Wood, appointed a commit- 
tee consisting of Miss Duren, Mr. Rich- 
man and Miss Tyler, to outline an in- 
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formal program for the various District 
meetings covering practical topics of 
interest to both librarians and trustees. 
Approximate dates for the various 
meetings were assigned, subject to the 
approval and convenience of the Dis- 
trict chairmen and the local librarian 
where the meetings were to be held. 


_The places suggested for the meetings 


were as follows: Northwest District, 
Algona ; Northeast District, Iowa Falls; 
Middleeast District, Vinton; Southeast 
District, Mt. Pleasant; Southwest Dis- 


-triet, Shenandoah. 


The place of the next annual meet- 
ing of the State Association was voted 
upon by ballot resulting in a unani- 
mous choice of Des Moines. The defi- 
nite date in October to be left to the 
decision of the President of the Asso- 
ciation and the Des Moines committee. 
The Middlewest District, in which Des 
Moines is located, will consequently 
have no District meeting this year. 





To The Members of the I. L. A. 


In order that the officers of the As- 
sociation may properly carry forward 
the duties committed to them, some ex- 
penses must be met before the time of 
the next annual meeting.» The treas- 
ury is now empty, hence members are 
urged to send their dues to the treas- 
urer, Mr. J. W. Rich, Iowa City, who 
will duly receipt therefor. Do not wait 
for the annual meeting. Dues are’ $1.00 
per year. 

The Program committee wishes to 
secure the best possible speakers for 
the October meeting, but it will not be 
wise to anticipate the income of the As- 
sociation. Prompt payment of dues will 
help the officers in planning the work and 
therefore will assure a strong program 
for the October meeting. 


Harriet A. Wood, Pres. 








Library News of the State 
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Avoca.—A Library Association has 
been organized in Avoca, in order to 
more adequately provide for the sub- 
seription library which has been in ex- 
istence there for some years. Mrs. C. 


G. Consigny, Supt. Crosier and others ° 


have been actively engaged in securing 
memberships in the Association, a book 
fund has been raised and the success of 
the library seems assured. 


In December the ladies of the Li- 


brary committee collected, by means 
of ‘‘Tag Day,’’ about $200.00 to be 
used for the purchase of books. This 
included several $5.00 donations by a 
number of the Avoca business men. 


Belle Plaine.—The people of Belle 
Plaine have maintained an Association 
library for some time and it was hoped 
that the vote would be favorable on the 
question of a municipal support at the 
spring election, but the question was 
lost by a small majority against it. 
A few people have developed the Asso- 
ciation library into a most useful insti- 
tution. 


Burlington. —Mrs. A. M. Antrobus 
has been appointed superintendent of 
the children’s department of the pub- 
lic library. As a library trustee Mrs. 
Antrobus has become deeply interested 
in the work with children and has for 
some time been conducting a most suc- 
cessful story hour, her services being 
entirely gratuitous. — 


Chariton. —The anniversary of the 
dedication of the library was celebrated 
by a story hour, given by Miss Edna 
Lyman, of Chicago. The children were 
divided by school grade and a series 
of stories were told to each group. The 
results have been so satisfactory it is 
hoped to make this a special feature of 
the anniversary celebration. The funds 
were provided by interested citizens. 

The public library has been remem- 
bered with $300.00 in the will of Ed- 
ward A. Temple, a former resident, who 
died February 12th in Orlando, Fla. 


yy 

Cliaton. —Recently the librarian gf 
the Clinton library attended the ‘Pg 
City Labor Congress’’ held in that city” 
and spoke on the books of interest fp 
craftsmen and trades-workers, giving 
a list of such books to be found in the 
Clinton library and assuring them that 
the collection would be increased tg 
meet the demands. 

Crestoa.—The question of a lib 
tax was voted upon at the municipal 
election and defeated. 

Dubuque. —Library Day was eee. 
brated March 5th, under the auspices 
of the Edueational Division of 
Woman’s Clubs, of which Mrs. J, | 
Mullany is chairman. The day being 
primarily for the children, a story hour 
was held preceding the regular pr. 
gram, and a special exhibit made of 
photographs and autograph letters of 
authors of children’s books, generously 
sent by the authors upon the request of 
Miss Raymond of the library staff ip 
charge of the children’s room. Miss Ty. 
ler, Secretary of the Library Commission, 
gave the address on “‘The Library; an 
Educational Foree,’’ and the librarian, 
Miss Lillian Arnold spoke on behalf of 
the library trustees in accepting a clock 
presented by the Educational Division 
to the children’s room. 

A bequest of $1,000 from Senator AL 
lison, and his entire private library hag 
been given to the library with the u- 
derstanding that it shall remain intaet 
as the ‘‘Allison Memorial Collection.” 


Emmettsburg. —The library at Em. 
mettsburg has been organized by Miss 
Langworthy of the Library Commission, 
the library there becoming a free pub 
lie library in consequence of the vote 
last year. 

Galva.—The citizens of Galva voted 
January 14th to maintain a free publie 
library by municipal tax, the library 
which has heretofore been maintained 
by subscription being turned over t 
the town. 

Hampton. —At a recent meeting of 
the West Side Library Club the chil 
dren of the members presented to the 
public library a copy of the picture, 
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“Washington Crossing the Delaware.”’ 
The club has made several valuable 
gifts to the library, including a beau- 
tiful U. S. flag, a bust of Washington 
and a 14 volume set of ‘‘Stoddard’s 
s. 

Wee. Carrie O. Barker, librarian of 
the public library, resigned her position 
in the fall after seven years’ service, 
and Miss Helen Sweet was elected to 
fill the position. Miss Barker is now 
on the staff of the John Crerar Library, 
Tee seton. —The Lenox College li- 
brary has received a gift of over a thou- 
sand books from James C. Young, of 
Minneapolis, a grandson of one of the 
founders of the college. 

Humboldt.— The Carnegie building 
of the Humboldt Public Library was 
dedicated Tuesday, February 9, 1909, 
in the midst of a blizzard through which 
an undaunted audience, of between 75 
and 100 persons, came to participate in 
the exercises at the Congregational 
church in the evening. The program 
consisted of introductory remarks by 
Clarence Messer, president of the li- 
brary board; an historical statement 
regarding the library, prepared by Miss 
Edith Prouty and read by Miss M. G. 
Avery; greetings by Miss Tyler of the 
Library Commission, and an address by 
Mr. Johnson Brigham, state librarian, 
on “The Library’s Place in the Com- 
munity.’ Musical numbers added to 
the pleasure of the evening. 

During the afternoon the new build- 
ing was open for inspection, a reception 
being held by the library trustees and 
librarian. The Women’s Relief Corps 
presented a beautiful national flag to be 
used by the library on patriotic oceas- 
ions, the presentation speech being 
made by Mrs. Harkness, and response 
on behalf of the library by Mr. Clar- 
ence Messer, president of the library 


The building is of loeal stone and is 
attractive in appearance and conven- 
ient in arrangement, having cost $10,- 


000.00. About 1,000 volumes were on 
the shelves ready for opening, most of 
them newly purchased, thovgh there 


were many valuable donations through 
clubs and individuals. 

Miss Grace Shellenberger, the new 
librarian, has been a successful pri- 


“mary teacher, and enters on her new 


work with enthusiasm. Miss Caroline 
Langworthy, of the Library Commission, 
organized the library with Miss Shell- 
enberger’s co-operation. 

ladependence. —Miss Minnie Mark- 
ham has been elected librarian at Inde- 
pendence to succeed Mrs. Effie Jacobs, 
who has resigned to make her home in 
Tacoma, Wash. The Independence li- 
brary is one of the oldest free public 
libraries in the state, and its records 
were reorganized last year. The new 
librarian has been a successful teacher 
and takes up the work with energy, 
and with the co-operation of the board 
will doubtless direct the library along 
new lines of usefulness. 

Kiron.—The Baptist Young People’s 
Union has established a public library. 
A room has been furnished by the 
young men, in the new Baptist church, 
and a board composed of the business 
men of the town and the church mem- 
bers, will have charge of the organiza- 
tion. The library will be for the use of 
all residents of Kiron. 

Mavson.—The library interests of 
Manson are to be centralized in the 
school library and the tax levied some 
time ago for the support of a publie li- 
brary to be maintained by the munici- 
pality is to be expended by a board of 
trustees recently appointed by the mayor 
and books placed in the school collec- 
tion. 

Marshalltown.—The extension work 
in the schools has been gratifving dur- 
ing the winter, especially at the Anson 
school branch, in charge of the former 
children’s librarian, Miss Sears. The 
per cent of fiction circulation has been 
reduced to 49 through the persistent 
efforts of the librarian in interesting 
readers in the classed books. 

At a recent meeting of the library 
board it was decided that beginning 
September Ist next, the library should 
be open every day except Sunday and 
holidays until 10:00 p. m., in order to 





accommodate working men and others 
who do not have time to come to the 
library during the day. 

Some rare and antique books have 
recently been presented to the library 
by Mrs. George Smith and Mrs. James 
Bricker. 

Mt. Pleasant.—The board of trustees 
-of the public library, in connection 
with the school board, secured Miss 
Edna Lyman, January 7th and 8th to 
lecture on ‘‘Literature for Children’’ 
and ‘‘Art of Story-telling,’’ and also 
to tell stories to the children of the 
school grades who use the children’s 
room of the public library. 

Nevada.—A matter of interest to 
their friends throughout the state was 
the golden wedding celebration of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. P. Payne in the parlors of 
the Nevada Public Library on Jan. 16, 
1909. Felicitations poured in upon 
them from all quarters, as their friends 
are legion. In club, newspaper and li- 
brary circles they are especiaily 
esteemed, because of their ‘‘good 
works’’ as well as their personal qual- 
ities. The Quarterly records with 
pleasure the appreciation of Iowa li- 
brary workers for all that Wm. P. 
Payne has stood for in a long period of 
years in developing the library inter- 
est of Iowa in general and Nevada in 
particular. 

New Hampton.—The contract for the 
$10,000 Carnegie library has been let: 
The trustees are giving the matter of 
library construction very careful study 
and have made a tour of inspection to 
a number of libraries. 

Oelwein.—The contract has been let 
for a city building which is to inelude 
a room for a public library as well as 
the other departments of the munici- 
pality. 

Onawa. 


Miss Maud M. Oliver has 
resigned as librarian of the public li- 
brary and has spent the winter in Mex- 


ico with her uncle, Judge Oliver. Miss 
Stella L. Wiley (Pratt Lib. Sch.) has 
been elected librarian. The corner-stone 
of the new library building was laid 
in October, and work on the building 
has gone forward rapidly. Plans are 


under way for the dedication which 
will occur this spring. 5 

Pella.—The card catalogue of the 
Pella public library is in process of mak. 
ing, Miss Langworthy of the Library’ 
Commission, having spent some time jp 
that work during February. 

Perry.—The public library has beep 
presented with a fine geological collgg. 
tion by Mrs. Alameda Harpel, and cages 
for exhibiting them have been provided 
by Mrs. D. D. MeColl. 

Red Oak.— The local paper ree 
gave extracts from a paper read by the 
Red Oak librarian, Miss Sarah P 
before the Monday club there, in whigh 
she said: ‘The readers are growing 
faster in numbers than our books. We 
dare not advertise the library and ere. 
ate demands that we cannot meet, g 
it has been opened and carried on quiet. 
ly. We need the co-operation of opr 
people to help purchase the books to 
meet the fast-growing demands. We 
started with a law, a borrowed desk, 
good will, a magnificent town and a 
Monday Club. We hope before many 
months to be in our new library home,” 

The contract has been let for the new 
Carnegie building to cost $12,500.00, 
and meantime the rented quarters are 
taxed to their capacity. On account of 
a smallpox epidemic the library was 
closed for several weeks. 

Rock Rapids.—The new library 
building was dedicated Thursday, Jan- 
uary 7, 1909. From 2 p. m. until 5 
o’elock a reception was held at the l- 
brary building and opportunity given 
for the publie to inspect the rooms. The 
dedicatory. exercises were held at the 
Methodist Episcopal church in the even- 
ing, where a fine musical program was 
rendered and the presentation of the 
building made by Mr. O. P. Miller. The 
acceptance on the part of the library 
board was made by Mr. H. B. Pierce. 
The address of the evening was made 
by Johnson Brigham, state librarian. 
The building, which was formerly the 
People’s church building, was built 
about eight years ago and is in the 
nature of a memorial from the firm of 
Miller & Thompson, which was long 
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jdentified with the business life and 
much of the early history of Rock 
Rapids, and was the gift of Mr. O. P. 
Miller and the widow and children of 
the late J. K. P. Thompson, who pur- 
chased the property from the People’s 
church society for $4,000. The gift 
was supplemented by the donation of 
two lots costing $300 each, by H. B. 
Pierce and E. Huntington and the pur- 
chase of a lot, making the property a 
complete quarter block, which will be 


peautified as a park. The library board 


of the old library building for 
$1,000, and this amount was used in re- 
modeling the new building into ‘an at- 
tractive and satisfactory library. Miss 
Langworthy, of the Library Commis- 
sion, classified and arranged the col- 
lection of 4,000 books, being assisted by 
the librarian, Mrs. Patti S. DeBoer. 
Sanborn —The library at Sanborn 
has been classified and cataloged re- 
eently by Miss Langworthy of the Li- 
brary Commission. 


Shenandoah. —A visitor at the library 
reports to the local paper his observa- 


tions on the use of the Publie Library 


on Sunday afternoon. ‘‘Sixty-seven 
young men and 34 young women visited 
the library from 2:20 to 5:30 o’clock, 
a total of 101. It was almost universal- 
ly true that every one came in quietly, 
immediately went to a table or shelf 
and continued occupied in reading un- 
til he left. It is easy to perceive that 
the atmosphere of the library has an ed- 
ueational influence upon the young peo- 
ple in addition to the books themselves. 
Almost the entire number who came in 
were under twenty-four years of age.’”’ 


Spencer.—The ladies of the Spencer 


~P. E. O. adopted ‘“‘Tag Day’’ as a 


method of raising money for purchas- 
ing children’s books for the Spencer 
public library. The receipts amounted 
to $250.00, the responses having been 
very general for small amounts. The 
ladies donated $100.00 to the running 
expenses of the library, the remainder 
to be used for the children’s room. 

A most unfortunate decision on the 
part of the Library Board to curtail 
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the running expenses of the library by 
closing the library for a short time un- 
til the spring tax levy was available, 
was promptly reconsidered and the li- 
brary opened after being closed but 
two days. Damage, however, was done 
to the Spencer library and the library , 
cause in Iowa that it will take consid- 
erable time to undo, because of the pub- 
licity given the matter by the local pa- 


per and its exchanges. 


Storm Lake- —Miss Ethelyn Bailie 
who has been the efficient librarian 
since the library was organized, has 
resigned, and Miss Grace Yerington 
has been elected to succeed her. Miss 
Yerington has been the assistant librar- 
ian. ’ 


Tipton..—The Assembly room in the 
basement of the Tipton Public Library 
has been completed this winter, and 
was opened by a reception and enter- 
tainment by the Woman’s Club which 
has always been a strong ally of the 
library, providing funds for the first 
book purchase. 

Villisca..—The new library building, 
the gift of Mr. Carnegie, was opened 
to the public with appropriate exercises 
on Friday, February 5, 1909. In the 
afternoon exercises were held for the 
children in the new building. Mrs. H. 
M. Towner, of Corning, one of the State 
Library Commissioners, addressed the 
children, assisted by Mrs. H. W. Ing- 
ham, one of the library trustees and 
Supt. H. A. Glackemeyer. 

The dedicatory exercises were held in 
the evening at the M. E. church and 
consisted of musical numbers, a ‘‘His- 
torical Review of the Villisca Library 
Association,’’ by Mrs. L. J. Matteson; 
Report of Building Committee, B. F. 
Fast; Presentation of the building by 
Mayor E. C. Gibbs; Acceptance by Mrs. 
M. H. Alger, President of the Board; 
Greetings and congratulations by Miss 
Tyler, of the Library Commission. The 
dedicatory address was made by Judge 
H. M. Towner. Mr. Wm. Orr, a library 
trustee from Clarinda, explained the 
plan for extension of library privileges 
to country readers. A reception was 





held in the new building after the pro- 
gram. The building was erected by a 
donation of $10,000 from Mr. Carnegie 
and is most attractive and convenient. 
The chairman of the Building Commit- 
tee was able to make a remarkable re- 
port in stating that the building is com- 
‘pletely finished in all details and paid 
for with a balance on hand of $16.55. 
The main floor conforms to the usual 
plan for libraries of its size, with an 
attractive room with outside entrance 
in the basement for a rest room for- 
farmers’ families, to be’ fitted up by 
the business men of Villisea. The lot 
on which the building stands was do- 
nated by Mr. Alger, a well known bank- 
er of Villisea, who, with his wife, as 
president of the Board, has shown a 
keen interest in the library. Unusual 
attention was given to the details of 
the building by the Library Board, es- 
pecially the President and Chairman of 
the building committee. 

Miss Langworthy, of the Library 
Commission, classified and arranged the 
2,000 books turned over to the new li- 
brary by the Library Association. She 
was assisted by the librarian, Miss 
Frances Barker, who attended the Sum- 
mer Library School, 1908. 


Vinton.— Miss Nina Schaffer resigned 
as librarian of the Vinton library to 
accept ‘a position on the staff of. the 
State University library. Miss Eliza- 
beth Williams, the assistant librarian, 
was elected librarian. Miss Williams 
attended the Summer Library School, 
1908. 


Waterloo. —The annual Library Day 
was celebrated Friday evening, Feb. 
ruary 23d, Mr. J. E. Bragdon presiding. 
Musie was furnished by the East and 
West Side high schools and the Con- 
servatory faculty. Rev. W. H. Rollins 
gave an address on ‘‘The People’s Uni- 
versity, the Library,’’ which was a 
forceful presentation of the educational 
function of the library in the commun- 
ity. 

The list of ‘‘Books on Industrial 
Arts,’’ issued by the Waterloo Library 
is a carefully selected list suited to the 


needs of a library located in a 
facturing community, and ine} 
books on electricity, carpentry, 
engineering, mechanical engineer} 
ete. The list has been evolved out of 
the library’s effort to interest the mej 
in the shops. 
The Hunnting bookmark of the “Tig” 
of 100 Good Novels’’ is being used in 
connection with a display of seleeted 
fiction. 


Wellman.—The public spirited wo 
men of Wellman organized a Library 
Association in November, in order that 
the gift of about 1,000 volumes offereg 
to the town of Wellman by the wife ang 
daughter of Col. Schofield of Washing. 
ton, might be made accessible to the 
public. The Library Commission aided 
in completing the organization of the 
association and prepared the nece 
records and the Wellman-Schofield }- 
brary opened for the circulation of 
books November 21st. For the present 
it does not seem practicable to attempt 
to secure a municipal tax, but annual 
membership fees and entertainments 
must provide the income. 


West Liberty. —In the death of Mrs 
A. C. Quier, who passed away Febru- 
ary 19th, the library has lost a trustee 
who has been deeply interested in the 
institution from its beginning. Mr 
Quier was a woman of remarkable 
vigor of mind, and her devotion to the 
library in West Liberty has been u- 
failing, no task being too laborious for 
her if it would advance this institution 
which was so dear to her heart. Many 
hours were spent by her in mending 
books and other homely tasks, and on 
the other hand, her judgment and ap 
preciation of the best in literature ” 
made her a most efficient member of the 
book committee. 





I need not tell you that you will find 
that most books worth reading once are 
worth reading twice, and—what is most 
important of all—the masterpieces of lit 
erature are worth reading a thousand 
times.—Morley. 
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Books on the Boy Problem. 


The boy problem is one that demands 
t consideration from the librar- 

jan of the small library, who must cope 
with the question of maintaining order 
in the reading rooms and yet attend to 
the many other duties devolving upon 
her as the only administrative officer. 

Restless feet and idle hands make 
mischief an easy outlet for exuberant 
animal spirits, and a Boys’ Club seems 
a logical outgrowth of such conditions. 
The librarian of the small library may 
not be able to develop this work un- 
aided, but there are people in many 
communities that might be interested 
if they were supplied with helpful and 
suggestive books as a guide in the estab- 
lishment of the work. The following 
books are suggested which may be ob- 
tained of the Traveling Library. 

Buck, Winifred, ‘‘Boys’ Self-gov- 
erning clubs.”’ 

Forbush, W. B., ‘‘Boy Problem.’’ 


Forbush & Masseck, ‘‘Boys’ Round 
Table of the Knights of King Arthur.’’ 


Hall, G. S., ‘‘ Youth.’’ 


Stelzle, Chas., ‘‘Boys of the Street 
and how to win them.”’ 


“Association Boys,’’ bound volumes 
at $1.00 each; volumes 2 to 6 (volume 
1 out of print), Y. M. C. A. Press, 3 
West 29th Street, New York, with sub- 
sription to current year, are valuable 
aids in understanding the conditions 
and needs of boy life. 

Also, ‘Work with Boys,’’ $1.00 per 
year, a quarterly issued by the Gen- 
eral Alliance of Workers with Boys, 
Fall River, Mass. 

Organized work with boys is being 
developed through the Boys’ Depart- 
ment of the State Y. M. C. A. and the 
Traveling Library has supplied books 
to the county secretaries in Buena Vis- 
ta, Greene, Jasper and Shelby counties 
where this work has been established. 
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The Study Club Problem 


This is a subject of deep interest to 
the program committee of the various 
study clubs in each community, during 
the early spring when the work of pre- 
paring the outline for the coming year 
is under consideration. It is hoped 
that Leaflet No. 8, issued by the Li- 
brary Commission, containing sugges- 
tions relating to courses of study and 
aids to be furnished by the Traveling 
Library will be of assistance to such 
committees, and also to librarians when 
called upon for aid. 

When the study club programs are be- 
ing arranged syllabi and outlines on va- 
rious subjects can be borrowed from the 
Traveling Library, and much future 
trouble and disappointment may be 
avoided if the program committees can 
be persuaded to consult the local li- 
brary to ascertain what material is 
available before putting the pregrams 
into print. If it is desired to supple- 
ment material in the local library with 
loans from Traveling Library, the pro-— 
gram should be sent in to make sure that 
books can be secured before the pro- 
gram is printed. 

Traveling Picture Exhibits 


Presidents of the U. S., This collee- 
tion consists of reproductions of the 
official portraits that are on the walls 
of the White House. Each of the por- 
traits is mounted on heavy mat board, 
with a short .deseriptive sketch of life 
and administration of the President 
and makes a handsome and instructive 
exhibit. A small group of biographical 
books is loaned with the collection, which 
has been in constant use during the 
winter in libraries and schools. One 
superintendent of schools enthusiastical- 
ly reports excellent results from short 
talks by the pupils on the lives of the 
Presidents, during the opening morning 
exercises. 

The Gallery of Masterpieces has also 
been largely used by Superintendents 
of schools in small towns without li- 
braries. 

The three collections, Venice of To- 
day, Gallery of Masterpieces, Presi. 
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dents of the U. S., are loaned for a per- 
iod of two weeks or more, depending 
upon the call, the only charge being 
transportation to and from Des Moines 
and books on these subjects accompany 


. them. 


Picture Bulletins for Loan 


As an aid to the librarian who desires 
to interest the public in standard 
books, or those in special classes, the 
Library Commission is building up a 
lending collection of picture bulletins 
on various subjects and special days. 

The following bulletins have been 
added to the collection, and the books 
given in the reading list will be loaned 
to supplement those in the local library. 
The bulletins are loaned for a period 
of two months, express charges to be 
paid by the borrower. 

Animal stories. 

Garden making. 

Holland. 

Indoor games. 

Joan of Are. 

Sea stories. 

Sunrise Kingdom,—Japan. 

Western Life. 


m™ 


In the last number of the Quarterly, 
through a typographical error, there was 
an omission of a few words in the address 
of Mrs. A. J. Barkley, President I. L. A., 
regarding the use of the Traveling Li- 
brary. The statement should have read: 
‘“*The farmers’ clubs and debating so- 
cieties receive many of the books. There 
are 62 blind readers enrolled among 
Traveling Library readers, and last year 
223 books in New York Point were read 
by them. This is the system taught in 
the Iowa State College for the Blind. 
Thus we see that the Traveling Library 
has come to be an important factor in the 
educational work of our state.’’ 


Every book we read may be made a 
round in the ever-lengthening ladder by 
which we climb to knowledge and to 
that temperance and serenity of mind 
which, as it is the ripest fruit of Wisdom, 
is also the sweetest.—Ruskin. 
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ao Book Exchange 











Iowa Library Commission, Des Moing 


The following complete volumes (gy. 
bound) are now on hand in the Peg. 
odical exchange, and will be sent with 
out cost other than transportation: 
Atlantic, vols. 13, 23, 24, 38, 39, 96-98. 
Arena, vols, 10, 12, 15. 
Bookman, vol. 17 : 
Scribner’s Monthly, vols. 11, 12, 14, 17, %, 
22. 

Century, O. S., vols. 23-51, 53-56, 58-60, @ 
64, 68. 

Chautauquan, vols. 3, 7, 8, 11, 14-16, 21, 
22, 24. 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 16; 19, 20, 27, 29, 30, 31, 
35, 37. 

Everybody’s, vols. 13, 14. 

Harper's, vols. 40-44, 48, 53-55, 57, 63-67, @ 
95, 98, 99, 103, 104, 106, 109-113, 115, 16 

McClure’s, vols. 3, 8, 9, 10, 11-29. 

Midland, vols. 1, 5, 7, 8. 

Munsey, vols. 13-31. 

North American, vols. 141, 142, 144, 14. 

151, 155-157, 159, 187. 

Outlook, vols. 64, 66-84, 86-90. 

Review of Reviews, vols. 5-8, 10, 13, 17-4 

Scribner’s, vols. 2, 6, 8, 9, 14, 23-27, 29. 


Public Library, Cresco. lowa 
(Miss Margaret Copeland, Librarian) 


The following bound magazines will 
be disposed of, anf those interested 
should write directly to the librarian, 
The magazines are newly bound, and 


are as follows: 
Century, old series, vols. 26, 27. 
Cosmopolitan, vols. 18, 19, 21, 29. 
McClure, vol. 11. m 
Munsey, vols. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25. | 
North American Review, vols. 135, 139. 
Outlook, vol. 76. 


Public Library, Carroll, Iowa 
(Mrs. M. H. Bangs, Librarian) 


Would exchange the following for 
other desirable books: Iowa Geological 
Survey, Vols. 1-10, with the exception 
of Vol. 7. ; 


Library of Congress, Washington. D.C 


The Library of Congress has many 
duplicate periodicals available for & 
change with other libraries and will be 
glad to receive lists of wants. 
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Jowa Summer Library School—1909 


The Iowa Library Commission an- 
the ninth annual session of the 

r School for Library Training to 

be held at Iowa City, as a department of 


summer session of the State Univer- 
, June 21 to July 31, 1909. 

‘Applicants now holding library posi- 
tion, or under definite appointment to 
such position, are eligible for admission, 
and must file written application in ad- 
yance, blank for which may be obtained 
from the Director. 

Students will be admitted from other 
states if they meet the admission require- 
ments, and if the limit of students is not 
reached by Iowa applicants. 

Daily instruction is given in the fun- 
damental subjects relating to library or- 
ganization and methods. 

In all cases where the subject admits, 
instruction will be accompanied by prac- 
tiee work which will be carefully revised 
and criticised. 

A ecommodious house has been secured 
for the accommodation of the students 
and instructors, following the plan of 

ious years. It is believed that this 
arrangement adds to the pleasure and 
comfort of the students. 

Address all communications regarding 
the instruction to the Director, Miss Alice 
§. Tyler, Secretary Iowa Library Com- 
mission, Des Moines. 





The Passing of *“‘Elsie Dinsmore” 


“Elsie Dinsmore’’ has at last closed 
what bade fair to be a perpetual ca- 
reer. With the death of Miss Martha 
Finley, her creator, she passes from 
the stage where for the past forty 
years she has enacted,a continuous 
performance in the roles of girlhood, 
womanhood. motherhood, grandmoth- 
erhood. widowhood and had any other 
“hoods’’ been available she would have 
most certainly have appropriated them. 
As it was she was obliged to content 
herself with the repetition of these 
rules of her descendants who had al- 
ready reached the third or fourth gen- 


eration and but for the taking off of 
Miss Finley one cannot predict to what 
period they might have extended. With 
the ‘Elsie books,’ the pious child of 
fiction, whose chief part in life was to 
admonish her elders, seems likely to 
make a final exit from the stage, clear- 
ing it for the wholesome, human, un- 
manageable youngsters who make glad 
our days.’’—N. Y. Times, Saturday Re- 
view. 





A. L. A. Conference, 1909 


The Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
found that it would be impossible for 
Louisville to provide satisfactory hotel 
accommodations for the A. L. A. Con- 
ference, hence arrangements have been 
made for the Thirty-first annual meet- 
ing of the A. L. A. to be held at Bretton 
Woods, New Hampshire, in the White 
Mountains, during the week, June 28- 
July 5. Headquarters will be at the 
Mt. Washington Hotel in the heart of 
the White Mountains. Hotel rates for 
one in a room, without bath, are $3.50 
to $5.00 per day; two or more in room 
without bath, each $3.00 per day; rate 
for bath for two or more persons $2.00 
per day additional. Arrangement has 
also been made for accommodations at 
the Mt. Pleasant Hotel. 

Rooming arrangements are in the 
hands of the Secretary of the A. L. A., 
and applications should be made in ad- 
vance directly to him, stating accom- 
modations desired, price per day, ete. 
Full details of the post-conference. cost, 
ete., will be in the May bulletin of the 
A. L. A., or may be obtained of the 
Secretary, Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., State 
Library, Albany, N. Y. 

It is planned to have four general 
sessions, two of these to be of a some- 
what miscellaneous character. The cen- 
tral thought of the other two sessions 
is co-ordination and co-relation of ef- 
forts between libraries and libraries and 
schools. Affiliated organizations will 
have the usual provision for separate 
sessions at such times as will not con- 
flict with the general program. 
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Public Libraries 


BY FANNY DUREN, LIBRARIAN, WATERLOO 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


The perfect human being is possessed 
of a clean heart and a sound mind in a 
healthy body. The ideal municipality, as 
a composite of human beings, will be pos- 
sessed of these same qualities. But pu- 
rity of heart, soundness of mind and bod- 
ily health are not won by chance; they 
are the result of intelligent, persistent 
striving after ideals; seed sown, culti- 
vated and nurtured. Into the hands of 
the public schools and the public li- 
braries, as municipal institutions, has 
been placed the responsibility of this cul- 
tivation of the mind in its finest percep- 
tions, its greatest possibilities. Since the 
majority of children leave school at the 
age of fourteen the burden of this re- 
sponsibility rests upon the public h- 
brary. 

Is the publie library worthy the con- 
fidence thus intrusted to it? Can it be 


counted a factor for civic improvement 
whose key note is social responsibility ? 
There is no compulsion, no coercion in 


the education offered at this ‘‘the peo- 
ple’s university.”"’ The publie library is 
a disciple of the great philosopher, 
Socrates, in its method of instruction. 
Here the great men of all times are the 
instructors and all who will may learn. 
We may not know the names enrolled 
nor the measure of their standing for, 
as ‘‘the wind bloweth whence it listeth 
* * * and ve know not whither it 
goeth.”” so we may not record the 
thoughts aroused nor the ideals awak- 
ened by the silent yet living teachers 
upon the shelves of our public libraries. 

We teach the boy how to read; we 
_ must teach him also what to read else 
his knowledge shall be as edged tools in 
the hands of a child who may do injury 
not only to himself but also to his neigh- 
bor. There is the saying ‘‘you can lead 
a horse to water but vou cannot make 
him drink,”’ so you can tell boys what to 
read but you cannot make them read. It 
is the duty of the public library not 
merely to collect books but to select 
them; to place before the boy the true, 
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wholesome books that he may learp to 
choose to drink from the pure living 
stream rather than from the foul gp. 
wholesome pool. ; 

. The social spirit knows not mine ng 
yours, but ours. The public library 
which recognizes its social responsj 
will have as its trustees and on its 
men and women filled with the spirit of 
service ; will place upon its shelves 
which shall inspire; will win to itself 
those. who recognize its resources and 
will claim them for their own not only in 


making a living but in making lif 


worth living for all in the community 


- 


Waterloo Reporter, Civic Improvemens 
Edition. 





League of Library Commissions 


The Midwinter meeting of th 
League of Library Commissions wa 
held in Chicago January 46, 1909 at 
the Stratford Hotel. Ten Co ee 
were represented and there was an at. 
tendance of almost fifty. at all Sessions, 
representing the Commissions and 
those interested in extension work 
Iowa was represented by Mrs. H J 
Howe, Vice-President of the 
who presided in the absence of the 
President, Mrs. Sneed, and by Migs 
Tyler and Miss Brown. : 


Three regular sessions were held, de 
voted to reports of standing commit 
tees, a round table report of recent ae. 
tivities undertaken by various commis 
sions, discussion ef library commission 
laws, parcels post, and other problems 
of interest to commission workers. A 
meeting of the Executive Board of the 
League was also held for discussion of 
the A. L. A. program, necessary 
changes in the constitution and other 
matters of business. 

The report of the Committee o 
Traveling Library Statistics was given 
by the Chairman, Miss Brown, and was 
thoroughly discussed. Uniform blanks 
for reports to be used by all the states 
are now being tested along the line 
recommended in Miss Brown's report. 
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Best Selling Non-Fiction 


~ Jt is not safe to depend too much on the 


“pest selling lists’’ as criteria of the rel- 
ative popularity of current books. And 
these lists are, in a way, ‘‘straws that 
how the winds blow.’’ In this 


‘ponth’s Bookman it is interesting to note 


anew feature in that magazine ’s ‘‘list of 
the most popular books.’’ Hitherto these 
lists have been confined to books of fic- 
tion; in the current number of the maga- 
gine, however, lists of non-fiction books 
have been compiled from reports received 
from twenty-eight leading cities through- 
gut the country. No final list. has been 
empiled from these twenty-eight lists, 
as has been done in the case of the fiction 
hooks, but such a list, according to the 
system adopted by The Bookman, would 
be as follows, the numerals representing 
the relative ‘‘popularity’’ of each book: 
“Religion and Medicine,’’ Worcester, 
McComb and Coriat, 155; ‘‘The Perfect 
Tribute,”’ Andrews, 114; ‘‘Out of Doors 
in the Holy Land,’’ Van Dyke, 53; 
“Why Worry ?’’ Walton, 39; ‘‘The Life 
of Alice Freeman Palmer,’’ Palmer, 29; 
“Alaska,’’ Higginson, 28; ‘‘Story-Life 
of Lincoln,’’ Whipple, 25. The presence 
of “The Perfect Tribute’’ and ‘‘Story- 
Life of Lincoln’’ on this list might easily 
be explained as a result of the Lincoln 
entenary celebrations. ‘‘Religion and 
Medicine’ and ‘‘ Why Worry ?’’ are ap- 
pealing topics at present. Less easily ex- 
plicable, however, are the three remain- 
ing books. Dr. Van Dyke, however, has 
the reputation of being a popular writer, 
which may explain ‘‘Out of Doors in the 
Holy Land.’’ The fact that the biog- 
raphy of a noted woman, an educator 
and phlianthropist, who was not much 
known outside of Boston, and a book on 
Alaska should be among the ‘‘best sell- 
es” of non-fiction throughout the coun- 
try are facts having an intrinsic and sig- 
nificant interest—N. Y. Times Saturday 
Review. 


Printed Library Reports 


Again the season of the year has 
come when the printed reports setting 
forth the activities of the libraries for 
the year 1908, are issued and the re- 
ports from the following Iowa libraries 
have reached this office: Burlington, 
Clinton, Council Bluffs, Davenport, 
Dubuque and Waterloo. All of these 
set forth in an interesting manner 
what is being accomplished and what 
is hoped for in the immediate future. 
Many helpful suggestions are to be 
gained from a close examination of 
these reports, while the attractive man- 
ner in which they are printed gives one 
a favorable impression of the institu- 
tion whose activities are set forth. 

The report issued by the Waterloo 
library presents a somewhat different 
appearance from the others mentioned, 
being smaller in form and having been 
issued at less expense, in all probabil- 
ity, than any of the others, because of 
the fact that the column matter from 


‘the local newspaper, giving the library 


report in the ‘‘news column,’’ has been 
utilized in issuing this report in pam- 
phlet form, thus saving the cost of 
composition. While this method of is- 
suing a report does not lend itself to 
large pages and ornamental and _at- 
tractive type, it is, nevertheless, a 
means by which even our smaller li- 
braries could afford to issue reports in 
printed form. Surely, there should be 
some way by which the people shall 
have definite information as to what 
their library is doing, and with com- 


-paratively little outlay, such a report 


can be printed in sufficiently large 
quantities to distribute to every house- 
hold making use of the local library. 





I would rather be a poor man in a gar- 
ret with plenty of books, than a king who 
did not love reading.—Macaulay. 





